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1 Introduction

Basic principles and rules regarding the technical specifications are provided in the EDI Agreement to ensure appropriate agreement and reference to them. 

The Technical Annex is the complement to the legal provisions in which the parties will have to determine all the technical requirements and specifications that are required in order to properly exchange EDI messages.

 
Although it is not easy to provide a list of all the elements which need to be taken into account, as these will vary according to the needs of the parties, it can be emphasized that at least the relevant specifications with regard to the following points need to be provided:

2 Operational requirements

- The specifications required in relation to software and translation software for the purpose of EDI exchanges

- Communication protocols and third party services

3 Standards and recommendations 

- The standard used 

- The messages design guidelines 

- The implementation guidelines 

- The directories

- The code lists 

- The reference to the documentation 

- The versions and updates 

4 Processing and acknowledgement of EDI messages 

- The specifications relating to security means for EDI messages (including failures of security)

- The specifications relating to processing EDI messages 

- The specifications relating to the acknowledgement of EDI messages 

- The specifications relating to recording and storage 

- The time limits

- The tests and trial procedures

- Recovery procedure
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