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Foreword 
This document provides an overview of the pilot exercises conducted by the Civil Aviation Decarbonization 

Organization (CADO) in collaboration with the Japan Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB) and the Environment Agency (EA), 

one of the UK environmental regulators, to assess the suitability of the CADO SAF Registry for the claiming of 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) in regulatory schemes. The two pilots evaluated the Registry’s ability to 

support an end-to-end claiming process - including the recording, verification, and oversight of SAF environmental 

attributes -under the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) and the UK 

Emissions Trading Scheme (UK ETS). This paper outlines the rationale, workflow, key findings, and lessons 

learned from the pilot, and highlights how the CADO SAF Registry can enable transparent, credible, and efficient 

SAF accounting for regulatory claims. 
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Executive Summary 
Achieving net-zero CO₂ emissions by 2050 in aviation will require a rapid scale-up of SAF, which is expected to 

deliver the largest share of emissions reductions over the coming decades. Yet, meaningful SAF deployment will 

depend not only on increasing production and investment, but also on establishing trusted infrastructure to ensure 

transparent, credible, and auditable tracking and accounting of SAF environmental attributes. As the SAF market 

continues to evolve, governments and regulators are introducing new policies and reporting requirements to 

accelerate adoption. At the same time, airlines and other stakeholders need robust systems to substantiate 

environmental claims and demonstrate compliance with applicable regulations. In this context, SAF registries are 

increasingly recognized as critical tools, providing the traceability and transparency necessary to support both 

market growth and regulatory oversight, and safeguarding against double-counting and double-claiming of SAF 

environmental attributes. 

Developed and supported by the International Air Transport Association (IATA), the CADO SAF Registry 

differentiates itself from other market solutions by supporting not only voluntary but also regulatory claims, with a 

strong focus on the latter, all fully embedded in a single platform. To evaluate the Registry’s readiness for use in 

regulatory schemes, CADO conducted two pilot exercises in collaboration with JCAB and the EA, respectively. 

The pilots brought together aircraft operators, carbon auditors/verifiers, and state authorities to test an end-to-end 

claiming process using representative data in the Registry’s test environment. The exercise focused on the 

substantiation, verification, and review of SAF-related claims under CORSIA and the UK ETS. 

Pilot participants successfully tested key system functionalities already available in the Registry’s production 

environment, including the registration of environmental attributes, the generation of the CORSIA Eligible Fuel 

(CEF) reporting template, the SAF environmental attributes review, and the verification workflows. The exercise 

successfully demonstrated the Registry’s ability to maintain a transparent and auditable chain of custody for SAF 

environmental attributes, while also identifying opportunities for usability refinement. Overall, the two pilots offered 

valuable findings and represent an important milestone in validating the CADO SAF Registry’s readiness to 

facilitate the preparation, verification, and review of regulatory claims. Furthermore, the pilots position the CADO 

registry as a key mechanism to collaborate with additional state authorities to support a broader range of national 

or regional regulations. 

1. Context and Rationale 

1.1. What is SAF? 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel, or SAF for short, represents a lower-carbon alternative to conventional aviation fuel 

(CAF). SAF can significantly reduce lifecycle carbon emissions, typically by around 80% compared to CAF, using 

sustainable feedstocks such as used cooking oil and biomass waste and residues instead of fossil fuels. It is safe, 

certified, and already in use on commercial flights today. As a drop-in fuel, it can be blended with CAF and readily 

used without requiring any modifications to aircraft or airport infrastructure1. 

IATA estimates that SAF could contribute up to 65% of the emissions reduction needed by aviation to reach net-

zero CO2 emissions by 2050. However, as of today, the SAF supply is limited in quantity and to a few 

geographical locations. According to IATA’s estimates, SAF currently accounts for less than 1% of global aviation 

fuel use. In addition, it is several times more expensive than CAF because of more expensive feedstocks, still-

developing and maturing production technologies, a lack of physical and market infrastructure, and high upfront 

investment needs2. 

 

 

 
1 IATA - Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) 
2 IATA Fact Sheet 

https://www.iata.org/en/programs/sustainability/sustainable-aviation-fuel-saf/
https://www.iata.org/en/iata-repository/pressroom/fact-sheets/fact-sheet-sustainable-aviation-fuels/
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1.2. SAF Book & Claim 
The SAF book-and-claim is a chain of custody3 approach that enables organizations to support and 

claim the use of SAF without requiring the fuel to be physically delivered to their operations. Instead of 

tying SAF environmental benefits to the physical fuel, the approach decouples the physical flow of the fuel from 

the associated environmental benefits. In practice, SAF may be produced and consumed at one location, while 

the associated emissions reductions are purchased and claimed by an airline elsewhere.  

This approach helps address one of SAF's major challenges: the limited geographical availability. Transporting 

SAF to every airport - if not locally available - would be inefficient, costly, and diminish its environmental 

advantages due to transport emissions, making a purely physical allocation system impractical at scale. By 

enabling supply and demand to connect globally, the book-and-claim approach supports SAF production and 

expands opportunities for airlines and other stakeholders to participate in aviation decarbonization efforts. 

However, this flexibility creates an important requirement: the environmental attributes linked to each SAF batch 

must be transparently and accurately tracked to ensure that the resulting emissions reductions are 

allocated, counted, and claimed only once. 

1.3. Role of SAF Registries 
As policy makers and industry stakeholders accelerate SAF adoption, the integrity and transparency of SAF 

accounting systems become increasingly important. Regulatory schemes such as CORSIA and national and 

regional frameworks require robust documentation and verification processes. As a result, airlines and other 

organizations seeking to make SAF-related environmental claims must be able to demonstrate that the associated 

environmental attributes have been properly allocated, reported, verified, and underpinned by relevant 

sustainability documentation.  

SAF registries can provide such a transparent tracking mechanism. They offer the infrastructure to issue, 

record, transfer, and retire decoupled SAF environmental attributes in a consistent and auditable 

manner. Consequently, they help facilitate trust among market participants, including fuel 

producers, suppliers, aircraft operators, intermediaries, corporate customers, as well as verification and regulatory 

bodies, while supporting alignment with relevant sustainability criteria and reporting frameworks.  

Several SAF registries have emerged in the market over the last few years, including the CADO SAF Registry, 

123Carbon, Assure SAF Registry, Avelia, RSB, and SAFc. These registries have been developed to address the 

diverse needs of stakeholders across the SAF value chain, reflecting differences in regulatory contexts, user 

groups, and specific use cases such as voluntary corporate engagement, compliance, or 

multimodal transport applications. Their complementary roles contribute to the overall development and scaling of 

the SAF market. 

1.4. CADO and the CADO SAF Registry 

CADO was created in March 2025 with the mission of uniting stakeholders across the SAF value chain and 
providing the market infrastructure needed to foster a global, liquid, transparent, and open SAF market in which 
producers, airlines, and other key players can participate. Founded by IATA and supported through its ongoing 
technical and operational expertise, CADO was established as a not-for-profit organization under Canadian law 
with its headquarters in Montreal, CADO serves as an impartial governing body to maintain and operate the IATA-
developed SAF Registry.  

The CADO SAF Registry was created to provide a secure, transparent, and auditable system for the issuance, 
transfer, and redemption of SAF Fuel Units (SFUs), the digital equivalent of neat SAF. To clarify key terminology 

 

 

 
3 Chain of Custody - The documented process of tracking the flow of feedstocks, fuels, and associated sustainability attributes throughout the supply 

chain. See Glossary for more information. 

https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/2025-releases/2025-03-24-01/
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and concepts that are referenced throughout this paper, the following paragraph, complemented by Figure 1, 
provides an overview of the system’s main functionalities and user roles.  
 
The Registry is designed in line with the Greenhouse Gas Protocol (GHGP) philosophy, enabling participation by 
stakeholders across the SAF value chain, from fuel producers through to end customers. The process of tracing 
environmental attributes begins with registration, where producers, suppliers, or airlines upload verified 
sustainability documentation. Once this information is validated by the system validator, SAF batches are 
registered in the system as SFUs. SFUs can be transferred securely between users, mimicking actual fuel 
handovers and maintaining clear ownership and accountability of SAF’s climate benefits. The redemption marks 
the virtual consumption of SAF, resulting in verified Scope 1 and Scope 3 emission reductions, documented 
through certificates called Emission Statements.  
 
Figure 1. CADO SAF Registry main functionalities and user roles 

 

One of the CADO SAF Registry key differentiators from other market solutions is its ability to support not only 

voluntary, but also regulatory SAF claims, helping eligible parties demonstrate compliance with applicable SAF 

accounting frameworks, and aviation decarbonization policies - starting with CORSIA and expanding to national 

and regional frameworks. To support these use cases, the Registry incorporates oversight and verification 

capabilities through dedicated accounts for state authorities and carbon auditors/verifiers, as well as 

functionalities to easily generate documentation required for compliance and reporting, such as the CEF claim 

form. These functionalities are explained in detail in the section below. For more information about the CADO SAF 

Registry, please visit the Registry webpage. 

1.4.1. The CADO SAF Registry’s Regulatory Functionalities 

Claiming Module and Generation of CEF claim form 

To align registry activity with corporate sustainability reporting requirements and regulatory compliance cycles, the 
CADO SAF Registry includes a dedicated Claiming Module that enables relevant users - airlines and their end 
customers - to organize and allocate redeemed SFUs to specific claiming years. This provides a clear, structured, 
and exportable overview of all claimed SFUs, facilitating internal record-keeping, reporting, and verification 
activities.  

https://www.cado.org/en/saf-registry/
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The Registry also offers the possibility to generate CEF claim forms with a single click of a button, which are 
automatically populated with information submitted by the registrant at the time of registration. Along with the 
form, the system also provides associated sustainability documentation provided during registration, such as 
Proof of Sustainability (PoS) or Proof of Compliance (PoC), pertinent to the claimed batches. This helps 
streamline the preparation of the reporting claims and reduces administrative effort. 

State Account 

The CADO SAF Registry includes a dedicated State Account that provides government authorities with visibility 

into SAF events in the system. Specifically, the account provides authorities with access to an inventory with 

detailed redemption information from airlines that opted in to share their data. This includes redeemed SFUs and 

associated emissions reductions, LCA, feedstock type, certification scheme, regulatory claim, airport of SAF uplift, 

and other relevant parameters that can be useful for verifying regulatory compliance. All supporting 

documentation submitted during the SAF registration process is also available in the State inventory, further 

enhancing transparency, traceability, and auditability.  

Each State Account also features a summary dashboard that presents key aggregated information from the 

inventory and includes filtering capabilities, enabling authorities to segment and analyze data according to their 

specific monitoring and reporting needs. 

States also benefit from an aggregated market-wide view of all SFUs redeemed within the Registry, including the 

regulatory frameworks under which the associated environmental attributes have been claimed. This supports 

benchmarking against broader market trends and provides valuable context for policy assessment and decision-

making. 

Carbon Auditor Account 

The Carbon Auditor account is designed to support independent third-party verification of SAF transactions. 

Access is granted by invitation from the audited party, e.g., an airline, allowing designated verifiers to review 

transaction data and associated sustainability documentation necessary for their verification activities. Verification 

activities, including audit documents provided by the auditor, can be made visible to transaction counterparties, 

enabling transparency and building confidence among market participants, while reducing the administrative 

burden associated with SAF reporting and audits. 

1.5. CORSIA and UK ETS SAF Claims 
CORSIA and the UK ETS belong to some of the most important frameworks currently governing airlines’ SAF-

related emissions reduction claims. A brief overview of each framework is provided below. 

About CORSIA 

CORSIA is a global market-based scheme established by the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) to 

address growth in CO₂ emissions from international aviation. Under CORSIA, airlines can reduce their offsetting 

obligations by using CORSIA Eligible Fuels - which include CORSIA sustainable aviation fuels and CORSIA lower 

carbon aviation fuels - provided the fuel meets ICAO-approved sustainability criteria, is certified through an 

approved sustainability certification scheme (SCS), and is supported by the required documentation4 and 

verification processes5. 

About UK ETS 

The UK ETS is the United Kingdom’s carbon pricing mechanism for aviation and other sectors. Aircraft operators 

subject to the scheme may reduce their reported emissions and the corresponding number of allowances they are 

 

 

 
4 Overview of the documentation to be submitted as part of the CEF claim can be found in Guidance on Verification of CORSIA eligible fuel claims, Table 3 
5 Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA) 

https://www.icao.int/sites/default/files/environmental-protection/CORSIA/Documents/CORSIA%20Eligible%20Fuels/Guidance-on-verification-of-CEF-claims.pdf
https://www.icao.int/CORSIA
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required to surrender by making an Emissions Reduction Claim (ERC) for eligible SAF. To do so, the SAF must 

meet the applicable sustainability criteria, be purchased within the prescribed timeframe, be delivered to an 

aerodrome fueling system or aircraft, not be double-counted, and be independently verified6. 

The pilots described in this paper were designed with CORSIA and UK ETS requirements in mind. They focus on 

a scenario in which SAF was physically supplied to a claiming airline through a mass-balance chain of custody. In 

this context, the Registry is intended to facilitate existing compliance processes without replacing the 

documentation, verification, and reporting requirements established under CORSIA or the UK ETS. 

Nevertheless, the CADO SAF Registry is designed to support book-and-claim by enabling the transfer and 

allocation of SAF environmental attributes independently from physical fuel flows. Regardless of the chain of 

custody approach, it provides airlines and other stakeholders with a centralized and auditable record of SAF 

transactions, facilitates the allocation of Scope 3 emissions reductions, and enhances transparency across the 

SAF value chain. As a result, its value extends beyond claims facilitation, supporting broader reporting, 

accounting, and stakeholder engagement needs. 

1.6. The growing collaboration between IATA and ICAO 

As the founding member of CADO, IATA actively engages with SAF value chain participants, governmental and 
intergovernmental bodies to foster broad international support and participation. The two CADO SAF Registry 
state pilot initiatives took place against a backdrop of increasing cooperation between IATA and ICAO to advance 
transparency and integrity in tracking progress and to support the development and deployment of SAF. In June 
2026, IATA and ICAO announced enhanced collaboration to explore how SAF registries and the data they collect 
can support the implementation of the ICAO Long-Term Aspirational Goal (LTAG) Monitoring and Reporting 
(LMR) methodology, as well as the consideration of fuel accounting systems for international aviation7.  

This growing collaboration reflects the increasingly important role of trusted registry infrastructure, such as the 
CADO SAF Registry, in providing the data, traceability, and assurance needed to support regulatory oversight, 
inform policy implementation, and track progress towards the sector’s goal of net-zero emissions by 2050. 

2. Pilot Purpose and Scope 
To evaluate the suitability of the CADO SAF Registry across different regulatory contexts, two pilots were 

conducted with relevant authorities in Japan and the UK. Specifically, the objective of the pilots was to assess, 

using representative data in the CADO SAF Registry test environment, whether the Registry could support the 

recording, transmission, and verification of information required to substantiate and validate SAF-related claims 

under CORSIA and the UK ETS.  

The exercise focused on several key aspects of the Registry’s regulatory functionalities. In particular, it evaluated:  

• How the dedicated state account could provide regulators with appropriate oversight and access to 

relevant redemption data. 

• How independent auditors could leverage the system to conduct verification activities.  

• From the airline perspective, the pilots validated the end-to-end claiming flow, testing whether the 

Registry could record the data and supporting evidence required to substantiate those claims.  

More broadly, the pilots provided an opportunity to assess the Registry’s ability to serve as a trusted platform for 

regulatory compliance by maintaining a robust, transparent, and auditable chain of custody for SAF environmental 

attributes. In addition to testing existing functionalities, the CADO team gathered feedback from all pilot 

 

 

 
6 Emission Reduction Claims under UK ETS - Normec Verifavia 
7 IATA - IATA-ICAO Deepen Cooperation on Boosting Sustainable Aviation Fuels 

https://normecverifavia.com/news/emission-reduction-claims-under-uk-ets/
https://www.iata.org/en/pressroom/2026-releases/06-02-iata-icao-deepen-cooperation-boosting-sustainable-aviation-fuels/
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participants to ensure that the platform continues to evolve in line with stakeholders' needs as SAF policies 

mature globally. 

3. Pilot Implementation 

3.1. Pilot Participants 
The two pilots were conducted in collaboration with JCAB and the EA, respectively, during Q2 2026. Each pilot 

brought together several aircraft operators and independent verifiers. The names and the Registry account roles 

of the pilot participants are outlined below. 

3.1.1.  Japan Pilot Participants 
• Japan Civil Aviation Bureau – State 

• Nippon Kaiji Kyokai (ClassNK) – Carbon Auditor 

• All Nippon Airways – Aircraft Operator 

• Japan Airlines – Aircraft Operator 

About JCAB 

The Japan Civil Aviation Bureau (JCAB) is one of the bureaus of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport 

and Tourism (MLIT) of Japan. Based at MLIT headquarters in Tokyo, JCAB is responsible for the maintenance of 

airports, the safety of air transportation and the improvement of user convenience, the development of the air 

transportation industry, and environmental initiatives in the aviation sector. 

3.1.2. UK Pilot Participants 
• Environment Agency – State 

• Normec Verifavia – Carbon Auditor 

• Cathay Pacific – Aircraft Operator 

• Croatia Airlines – Aircraft Operator 

• Jet2 Airlines – Aircraft Operator 

• TAP Air Portugal – Aircraft Operator 

About the EA 

The Environment Agency is a UK Government funded public body, responsible for environmental protection and 

regulation in England. In the context of aviation decarbonization, the Environment Agency is one of the UK 

regulators for UK ETS and CORSIA. For aircraft operators based in England (and certain operators based outside 

the UK), the EA is responsible for reviewing compliance submissions, overseeing reporting requirements, and 

enforcing the applicable regulations. 

3.2. Pilot Workflow 
Both pilots were designed to replicate a full end-to-end claiming process as close as possible to a real-world 

setting. SAF environmental attributes were registered in the CADO SAF Registry, redeemed and claimed by 

aircraft operators, then verified by carbon auditors, and reviewed by a state authority.  
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Specifically: 

1. Aircraft operators were asked to register data relating to one or more SAF batches, together with 

associated dummy sustainability documentation, including PoS, in the CADO SAF Registry test 

environment. 

2. The registration was reviewed by the Registry validator to ensure the accuracy of captured information.  

3. Once the SAF was “activated” in the Registry, aircraft operators could proceed to redemption, during 

which they were asked to specify if the SAF would be claimed under CORSIA or, in the case of the UK 

pilot, UK ETS.  

4. Following the redemption, aircraft operators were able to allocate the redemption to a specific claiming 

year and, for CORSIA-claimed batches, generate a CEF claim form directly through the Registry in the 

Claiming Module. 

5. The CEF claim form was then submitted to the State and to verifiers outside the system.  

6. Once the redemptions and claiming had been completed, verifiers were granted access to the aircraft 

operators’ inventory to review SAF batch information, cross-check it against the claims received outside 

of the system, and audit the redemptions.  

7. Aircraft operators also had the option to share redemption data with the relevant State account, allowing 

state participants to review redemption records, assess compliance with UK ETS and CORSIA 

evidentiary requirements, and evaluate whether the information held within the Registry was sufficient to 

support regulatory claims.  

Throughout the pilots, regulators, operators, and verifiers were invited to provide feedback on potential 

improvements needed to fully operationalize the use of the CADO SAF Registry for the substantiation, verification, 

and oversight of SAF-related claims. CADO, with support from IATA, provided technical assistance and guidance 

to participants throughout the pilot. The complete flow is illustrated in Figure 2.  
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Figure 2. UK ETS and CORSIA Pilot Overview. 

 

 

4. Results and Findings 
The pilots successfully demonstrated the CADO SAF Registry’s readiness to support SAF claims across different 

legislative contexts. By replicating a full claiming workflow, the pilots showed that a single infrastructure can 

support multiple compliance frameworks.  

Beyond validating the Registry's technical functionalities, the pilots assessed the system’s ability to facilitate the 

exchange of information between the key stakeholders typically involved in SAF claiming processes: state 

authorities, independent verifiers, and aircraft operators. Overall, participants confirmed that the Registry provides 

a trusted platform that enhances transparency, strengthens traceability, and supports the substantiation, 

verification, and oversight of SAF claims.  

In particular, the pilots demonstrated that the Registry is well-positioned to support state authorities in reviewing 

relevant redemption data and documentation to verify SAF claims and assess compliance with applicable 

regulatory requirements. The system ensured that the state’s access to data remained subject to airline consent, 

and that commercially sensitive information was appropriately protected. In both pilots, state participants noted 

that the Registry has the potential to support regulatory oversight by improving access to relevant SAF claim 

information.  

“This pilot has provided valuable insight into how digital tools could support the reporting and review of 

Sustainable Aviation Fuel claims. As SAF use grows, transparent and reliable systems will be increasingly 

important, and pilots like this help us better understand how they could support existing regulatory processes.”  
Nick Smith, Principal Technical Officer at the Environment Agency 

“Japan recognizes the importance of transparent and credible processes for SAF reporting and review, drawing 
on its experience with CORSIA Eligible Fuel claims. This pilot offered a valuable opportunity to explore how 
governments, airlines, and verifiers can efficiently exchange and assess relevant information while maintaining 

the integrity of SAF claims." Yasushi Yamashita, Director of the Carbon Neutrality Promotion Office, JCAB 

 
From the auditor’s perspective, the pilots confirmed that the Registry provides a practical mechanism to support 

and document verification activities, including the ability to flag audited transactions and attach audit statements. 

These features facilitate more efficient cross-checking of information and reduce the need for separate data 
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requests to airlines. Verifiers highlighted that access to recorded information and documentation could help 

streamline audit processes while increasing confidence in the integrity of SAF claims. This functionality is 

expected to become increasingly valuable as SAF volumes grow and reporting obligations become more 

complex. 

"SAF has seen accelerated adoption in the past couple of years, making robust independent verification a critical 

element in ensuring that the claims are credible, transparent, and supported by reliable data. The CADO SAF 

Registry has the potential to simplify verification while strengthening oversight and traceability across the SAF 

value chain. This platform can be a valuable addition to the accountability of global SAF claims by demonstrating 

how accessible and standardized digital systems can support greater confidence in SAF claims.”  Keerthana 

Kasi, Lead Verifier, Normec Verifavia 

From the airlines’ perspective, the pilots demonstrated that the Registry enables efficient registration of 

sustainability data and supporting documentation associated with SAF batches. Participants successfully used 

functionalities such as automated parsing of the PoS template and the “Register Similar” feature to streamline 

data entry. In addition to required fields, the Registry allowed airlines to provide detailed supplementary 

information to support and substantiate SAF claims. Airlines also highlighted the value of being able to identify 

whether SAF batches were associated with mandates, incentives, or other policy instruments. Furthermore, the 

Registry’s validation mechanisms helped identify significant data-entry errors and prompted users to correct them 

before submission. During the redemption process, airlines were able to clearly indicate the intended use of SAF 

attributes, including claims under CORSIA or the UK ETS where applicable. The Claiming Module proved to be 

intuitive and effective in helping airlines manage SAF claims over time, and the automatic generation of the CEF 

claim template demonstrated the system’s potential to simplify the preparation of CEF claims by reducing manual 

data entry and improving data consistency. Participants also highlighted the benefits of having a structured 

workflow that connects SAF registration, redemption, claim allocation, and CEF claim template generation within a 

single platform. Overall, they found the workflow intuitive and straightforward to follow. 

“As airlines scale up SAF usage to meet net-zero targets, a reliable and standardized tracking mechanism is vital. 

Through the pilot phase, we have confirmed that the CADO SAF Registry provides a platform capable of meeting 

CORSIA, other regulatory frameworks, and corporate customer requirements, and we expect its operational 

scaling in the future.”  All Nippon Airways 

"As SAF mandates increase, airlines need systems that make compliance straightforward while maintaining high 

standards of transparency and assurance. Our experience in the pilot showed how the CADO SAF Registry can 

simplify reporting processes and improve confidence in the integrity of SAF claims. The ability to efficiently share 

information with auditors and regulators has the potential to reduce administrative effort and support more 

consistent reporting across the industry."  Paul Southall, Head of Sustainability at Jet2 

“Airlines face additional paperwork to ensure all SAF used is properly documented and traced. Ease of handling 

such documentation is crucial to maintain efficiency throughout the supply chain, and CADO is focused on 

addressing this challenge. We believe this pilot is a steppingstone to operationalize SAF usage at scale.”  Croatia 

Airlines 

“By enabling transparent, verifiable, and globally harmonized SAF accounting, CADO plays a key role in 

accelerating aviation's decarbonization pathway, facilitating wider SAF adoption and supporting the industry's 

transition towards net-zero emissions by 2050.” TAP Air Portugal 

Participants’ feedback also highlighted opportunities for further enhancement, particularly on the overall user 

experience and usability of certain workflows, rather than on fundamental capability gaps. In particular, it was 

noted that additional guidance and explanatory text for certain registration fields could help reduce ambiguity and 

ensure more consistent data entry. Furthermore, participants acknowledged that the CEF claim form is populated 

based on information provided during the registration process. As a result, there may be circumstances in which 

airlines need to supplement the generated form with additional information to meet specific reporting or 

compliance requirements. 
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5. Conclusion and Next Steps 
The successful completion of the pilots with the state authorities of Japan and the UK marks a significant 

milestone in the development and operational validation of the CADO SAF Registry for regulatory purposes. By 

testing end-to-end claiming processes specific to two different regulatory schemes and involving airlines, auditors, 

and states, the pilots demonstrated the Registry’s ability to facilitate a transparent and efficient exchange of 

information needed to substantiate, verify and validate CORSIA and UK ETS claims. 

The pilots highlighted the effectiveness of the Registry’s key functionalities - from registration to claiming, audit, 

and regulatory oversight - and demonstrated its ability to facilitate information sharing and coordination among 

stakeholders, while maintaining a transparent and auditable record of SAF environmental attributes. 

The CADO SAF Registry team will continue to closely monitor emerging regulations, standards, and policy 

developments across jurisdictions to ensure that the system remains aligned with the latest regulatory 

requirements. Building on the successful pilot outcomes, the team looks forward to seeing the Registry facilitate 

SAF claims under the UK ETS, CORSIA in practice. The team also welcomes opportunities to collaborate with 

additional state authorities to further validate the Registry’s capabilities and support diverse regulatory 

frameworks. 

6. Glossary  
CADO – Civil Aviation Decarbonization Organisation 

CEF – CORSIA Eligible Fuel 

CORSIA – Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation 

ERC – Emissions Reduction Claim 

GHGP – Greenhouse Gas Protocol 

IATA – International Air Transport Association 

ICAO – International Civil Aviation Organization 

LTAG – Long-Term Aspirational Goal 

PoC – Proof of Compliance 

PoS – Proof of Sustainability 

Redemption – The action of virtual fuel consumption that converts SAF batches into emissions reductions in the 

Registry 

Registration – The process of registering SAF batches in the Registry 

SAF – Sustainable Aviation Fuel 

SFU – SAF Fuel Unit, the working unit of the Registry, corresponding to 1 kg of neat SAF 

UK ETS – UK Emissions Trading Scheme 

 


	Foreword
	Executive Summary
	1. Context and Rationale
	1.1. What is SAF?
	1.2. SAF Book & Claim
	1.3. Role of SAF Registries
	1.4. CADO and the CADO SAF Registry
	1.4.1. The CADO SAF Registry’s Regulatory Functionalities

	1.5. CORSIA and UK ETS SAF Claims
	1.6. The growing collaboration between IATA and ICAO

	2. Pilot Purpose and Scope
	3. Pilot Implementation
	3.1. Pilot Participants
	3.1.1.  Japan Pilot Participants
	3.1.2. UK Pilot Participants

	3.2. Pilot Workflow

	4. Results and Findings
	5. Conclusion and Next Steps
	6. Glossary

