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Guangzhou, China
10-12 November,  2026
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Day 1:  Tuesday, 10 November

Welcome, Admin and Anti-trust Briefing

Keynote Address I

Keynote Address II

State of the Airline Industry
A report by IATA on the airline industry’s financial health, performance and outlook.

MORNING BREAK

Securing the Future: Building Resilience and Readiness for Aviation's Next Phase
of Growth
As aviation prepares for its next phase of growth, the industry faces the challenge of
strengthening resilience and readiness in an increasingly interconnected and
evolving environment. Building on the lessons learned from navigating change and
uncertainty, this discussion will bring together perspectives from across the aviation
ecosystem to explore what it will take to support a resilient, adaptable and future-
ready industry. The panel will reflect on lessons from recent industry experience, the
factors that contribute to long-term resilience, and how stakeholders can prepare
for future opportunities while supporting sustainable industry growth.

Jet Fuel's Invisible Borders: Are Specifications Restricting Supply?
Jet fuel is not always as fungible as it appears. Differences in regional specifications
can affect where fuel can move, how quickly markets can respond to disruptions,
and the cost of maintaining supply flexibility. This panel will examine whether these
differences continue to serve an important purpose or have become an
unnecessary constraint on global aviation fuel markets.

LUNCH BREAK

CORSIA 2027: Ready for the Second Phase?
CORSIA enters its second phase in 2027, but are States, airlines, carbon markets 
and fuel supply chains ready? This expert panel will examine the remaining 
implementation gaps, the availability and cost of CORSIA Eligible Emissions Units, 
and whether Article 6 authorizations can unlock sufficient supply. It will also explore 
how CORSIA SAF and LCAF can contribute to compliance, drawing on early 
experience with claiming, certification and reporting. With important questions still 
surrounding market readiness and regulatory alignment, the session will identify 
what must happen now to make the next phase of CORSIA work.

09:00 – 09:15

09:15 – 09:35

09:35 – 09:55

09:55 – 10:20

10:20 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:45

11:45 – 12:30

12:30 – 14:00

14:00 – 14:45
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JOINT SESSIONS

Monday, 9 November
WELCOME COCKTAIL RECEPTION 18:00 – 20:00

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 1: Tuesday, 10 November

From Ambition to Investment: What Makes SAF Projects Bankable?
Capital is ready to support the aviation energy transition, yet too many SAF and 
eSAF projects remain unable to reach final investment decision. Drawing on 
practical experience from Europe, China, and other parts of the world, this expert 
panel will examine how offtake commitments, government support, industrial policy 
and access to finance can turn promising projects into bankable investments. 
Developers and financiers will reveal where critical risks sit, who is expected to carry 
them, and which financing models can bridge the gap between ambition and 
construction. The discussion will identify lessons that can accelerate successful 
project development at scale across different markets.

AFTERNOON BREAK

Aviation Fuel Pipelines: Managing Challenges Across Dedicated and 
Multi-Product Systems
This session examines the operational, safety, and fuel-quality challenges of 
transporting aviation fuels through both dedicated jet fuel pipelines and 
multi-product systems. It will address key issues such as interface management, 
contamination risk, fungibility, and infrastructure readiness, while also highlighting 
any additional considerations required to safely transport and integrate SAF.

Wrap up Day 1

NETWORKING DINNER

14:45 – 15:30

15:30 – 16:15

16:15 – 17:00

17:00 – 17:05

19:00 – 22:00
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JOINT SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 2: Wednesday, 11 November

Airlines-only session

MORNING BREAK

Welcome, Admin and Anti-trust Briefing

Oil Market Outlook 
What are the predictions and forecasts for the oil and jet fuel markets amid recent 
geopolitical developments and the state of the global economy? An expert on the oil 
market provides insights and views on these.

East of Suez: The New Geography of Jet Fuel Supply
As refining capacity growth increasingly shifts toward Asia and the Middle East, the 
global map of jet fuel production and trade is being redrawn. This panel will explore 
how new refining investments, changing trade flows, and the rationalization of 
capacity in other regions are reshaping fuel availability, pricing, and energy security. 
Experts will examine whether Asia is becoming the centre of gravity for global jet 
fuel supply, and discuss the implications for importing regions, supply resilience, 
and future aviation fuel markets.

LUNCH BREAK

Smart Fueling in China: Advancing Efficiency, Safety and Operational Excellence 
through Digitalization
Digital technologies are transforming aviation fueling operations across China. From 
real-time monitoring and automated workflows to integrated data platforms and AI-
enabled applications, digitalization is improving efficiency, safety, transparency, and 
operational control throughout the fueling value chain. This session will examine the 
progress of digitalization in China's aviation fuel sector, highlighting practical 
applications, lessons learned, and future opportunities. Industry leaders will share 
insights on the deployment of digital and intelligent technologies across fueling 
infrastructure, operations, and supply chain management.

Beyond the Barrel: How Shipping Shapes Jet Fuel Prices and Supply
Jet fuel may be refined on land, but increasingly its economics are shaped at sea. 
From freight rates and vessel availability to canal congestion, maritime regulations, 
and geopolitical disruptions, shipping has become a critical driver of fuel prices and 
supply security. This panel will explore how changing tanker markets and shipping 
patterns are reshaping global jet fuel trade flows and examine what recent 
disruptions have revealed about the resilience of aviation fuel supply chains.

AFTERNOON REFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKING

09:00 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:30

11:30 – 11:40

11:40 – 12:20

12:20 – 13:00

13:00 – 14:40

14:40 – 15:20

15:20 – 16:00

16:00 – 17:15
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COMMERCIAL SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 2: Wednesday, 11 November

Welcome, Admin and Anti-trust Briefing

About the IATA Technical Fuel Group

Operating Standards Update
This session will provide updates on key industry standards and initiatives, including 
JIG, IFQP, and CAAC requirements. Drawing on recent inspection findings and 
operational performance trends, speakers will explore the characteristics of high-
performing fuel operations, identify common and recurring deficiencies, and discuss 
how inspection and assurance bodies are adapting their oversight programs to 
meet evolving industry risks and expectations.

Building Supply Reliability Through Strategic Infrastructure Development: The 
Bluesky Experience
As aviation demand continues to grow, reliable fuel supply remains critical to safe 
and efficient operations. This session will explore how aviation fuel providers in 
China have developed and managed large-scale fuel infrastructure, balancing 
capacity expansion, supply resilience, and operational continuity while supporting 
some of the world's fastest-growing airports and airlines.

MORNING BREAK

Can Your Fuel System Weather the Storm?
Building on previous AEF discussions on fuel quality and operational resilience, this 
session will examine how fuel facility cleanliness and integrity underpin safe, reliable, 
and contamination-free operations. It will explore industry best practices for 
maintaining fuel pits, storage facilities, and associated infrastructure, including 
inspection protocols, contamination prevention measures, and lessons learned 
from airport operations. The session will also address preparedness and risk 
mitigation strategies for severe weather events, such as Typhoons and monsoons, 
and how airports can strengthen resilience while maintaining fuel quality and 
operational continuity.

Beyond properties: Understanding Tomorrow's Jet Fuel
As fuel production pathways, refinery configurations, and supply chains continue to 
evolve, this session will examine how jet fuel properties in Asia-Pacific compare with 
findings from major global research programs. The discussion will help to 
understand tomorrow's jet fuel insights from FCCC No.3 Survey alongside 
UDRI/CRC and UK Studies exploring the operational implications of changing fuel 
characteristics, including aromatic content, viscosity, lubricity, distillation profile, 
sulfur, and density, and what these trends mean for aircraft performance, fuel 
system integrity, and quality assurance in increasingly diverse supply networks.

LUNCH BREAK

09:00 – 09:05

09:05 – 09:20

09:20 – 10:20

10:20 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:30

11:30 – 12:00

12:00 – 13:00

13:00 – 14:40
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TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 2: Wednesday, 11 November

Fuel Equipment Standards and Practices: Connecting Global Standards with 
Regional Realities
As aviation continues to grow across Asia-Pacific, fuel equipment standards and 
operational practices continue to evolve to meet local regulatory, operational, and 
infrastructure requirements. This session will provide an overview of how countries 
across the region apply and manage fuel equipment and operational standards, 
alongside internationally recognized frameworks such as EI and JIG. This will cover 
fuel equipment design, filtration requirements, inspection regimes, and operational 
practices, highlighting the diverse approaches adopted across the region. Through 
practical examples and industry experiences, the session will explore common 
principles, emerging trends, and considerations for operators working across 
multiple jurisdictions, with a focus on supporting safe, efficient, and reliable fuel 
operations. 

Clean Fuel, Safe Skies: The Evolution of Aviation Fuel Filtration
As aviation fuel supply chains evolve, filtration technology continues to play a 
critical role in protecting fuel quality and supporting safe aircraft operations. This 
session will explore recent developments in aviation fuel filtration, including 
emerging technologies such as Parker's 6-inch Water Barrier Filter and other 
solutions from leading OEMs. Moving beyond product specifications, the discussion 
will provide practical insights into filtration performance, operational experience, 
implementation challenges, maintenance considerations, and lessons learned from 
field applications. Industry experts and OEMs will examine how evolving filtration 
technologies are enhancing contamination control, water removal, equipment 
reliability, and fuel quality assurance, while also sharing perspectives on filtration 
practices and technology adoption across the Asia-Pacific region.

Refuelling the Future: How Electric Refuellers Are Transforming Airport Fuel 
Operations (case study)
As airports and aviation service providers pursue ambitious decarbonization goals, 
electric refuellers are emerging as a practical solution to reduce emissions, noise, 
and operating costs across ground fuel operations. This session will explore the 
latest developments in electric refuelling technology, including vehicle design, 
battery performance, charging infrastructure, operational safety considerations, and 
evolving industry guidance from the Energy Institute (EI) and other stakeholders.

REFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKING

14:40 – 15:10

15:10 – 15:40

15:40 – 16:00

16:00 – 17:15
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TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 3: Thursday, 12 November

Welcome, Admin and Anti-trust Briefing

Understanding the Market for SAF Environmental Attributes
SAF does not need to be physically delivered to the buyer for its environmental 
value to create impact, but the associated claims must be credible, transparent, and 
trusted. This panel will explore how SAF Environmental Attributes (EAs) or SAF 
Certificates can connect SAF producers and suppliers, airlines, and aviation end 
users, while ensuring robust claims and market integrity. Experts will discuss what 
customers are actually purchasing, how environmental attributes fit into aviation 
end user's Scope 3 strategies, and what barriers continue to limit adoption. 
Ultimately, can stronger demand signals from aviation end users help accelerate 
SAF production and close aviation's decarbonization funding gap?

Net Zero Progress: Gaps and the Road Ahead
The aviation industry's net zero ambition has reshaped investment decisions, public 
policy, and fuel markets worldwide. This panel will examine whether current 
progress across SAF deployment, emerging technologies, market mechanisms, and 
infrastructure development is sufficient to meet long-term decarbonization goals, 
and identify the areas where acceleration remains most urgently needed.

MORNING BREAK

Scaling Sustainable Aviation Fuel: The China Experience
China is emerging as one of the most important SAF production markets, with 
projects being developed at scale for both domestic use and international markets. 
This panel will explore the factors enabling this growth, including policy support, 
financing, engineering capabilities, feedstock availability, industrial scale, 
standardization and certification, and international collaboration. Experts will also 
examine the next phase of development, including e-SAF opportunities, export 
potential, and the energy transition experience that China may offer for accelerating 
SAF deployment worldwide.

Wrap-up and Closing

LUNCH BREAK

09:20 – 09:30

09:30 – 10:10

10:10 – 10:55

10:55 – 11:30

11:30 – 12:15

12:15 – 12:30

12:30 – 14:00
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COMMERCIAL SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

JOINT SESSION

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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Day 3: Thursday, 12 November

Welcome, Admin and Anti-trust Briefing

AI on the Ramp: Enhancing Safety Through Intelligent Fueling Operations
Discover how AI-powered driver and fueling process monitoring systems are being 
deployed at major Chinese airports to reduce human error, improve procedural 
compliance, and strengthen ramp safety. Through real-world case studies, this 
session will demonstrate how AI serves as an additional safety barrier against 
vehicle collisions, fuel spills, and aircraft damage while supporting frontline 
operators with real-time feedback. There will be additional insights into 
implementation experiences, investment considerations, scalability, and the role of 
AI within modern risk management frameworks. 

Industry Updates
EI, ASTM, CRC

Update on Sustainable/Synthetic pathways and coprocessing of sustainable 
feedstocks
This presentation will cover status on evaluation and qualification efforts for new 
production process approaches in SATF and coprocessing space.

Building and Sustaining Frontline Refuelling Competency: Training, Qualification, 
and Continuous Development of Aviation Fuel Operators
This session will explore how to develop, maintain, and continuously enhance the 
competence of frontline aviation fuel operators covering training frameworks, 
qualification requirements, competency assessment processes, recurrent training 
programs, and strategies to ensure operational excellence, safety, and compliance 
across aviation refuelling operations. The session will provide practical insights into 
workforce development and the critical role of human performance in safe and 
reliable fuel supply operations.

MORNING BREAK

Scaling Sustainable Aviation Fuel: The China Experience
China is emerging as one of the most important SAF production markets, with 
projects being developed at scale for both domestic use and international markets. 
This panel will explore the factors enabling this growth, including policy support, 
financing, engineering capabilities, feedstock availability, industrial scale, 
standardization and certification, and international collaboration. Experts will also 
examine the next phase of development, including e-SAF opportunities, export 
potential, and the energy transition experience that China may offer for accelerating 
SAF deployment worldwide.

Wrap-up and Closing

LUNCH BREAK

09:00 – 09:05

09:05 – 09:35

09:35 – 10:20

10:20 – 10:40

10:40 – 11:00

11:00 – 11:30

11:30 – 12:15

12:15 – 12:30

12:30 – 14:00
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TECHNICAL SESSIONS

Please note that the IATA AEF Program is regularly updated and is subject to
change. For more information on this event, please contact Energyforum@iata.org 

#IATAAEF

JOINT SESSION

mailto:Energyforum@iata.org
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